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The advantage of Eastern Christianity lies in the fact that -- as much as it is sensitive
to the integrity of faith and meticulous in formulating and preserving its teachings
-- it does not codify Christian life, but rather, for its implementation on a personal
level, opens up a wide scope of general education emanating from the doctrine. It
calls for the application of the divine commandments, in accordance with what
leads to the salvation of the believer, under the guidance of his spiritual father,
according to his situation, ability, circumstance, and the spiritual level he has
reached.

On the political level, the Eastern Church, and the Orthodox Church in particular,
does not determine the political orientation, in the precise and direct sense, for its
children. It is satisfied only with providing them with Christian education, and
enriching them with authentic spirituality, which finds a Christian embodiment in a
manner that suits each society, people, and circumstance, even in the face of war.

What does this mean in practice? Let us take some examples. Eastern Christianity
does not permit violence and killing under any circumstances. In other words, it
does not justify killing in special cases and does not excuse the sin. At the same
time, it does not prevent its children from following their spiritual conscience when
it calls them to resist evil in all its forms. If a believer is forced to kill, he must seek
healing from the violence to which he was forced to resort. This is so that he does
not become accustomed to using violence to solve any problem he encounters. This
is what is known in Christianity as repentance, and in contemporary psychology as
healing.

Christianity does not open the doors for you to exercise power while you have a
clear conscience, but rather attributes the exercise of power to the state of
fallenness in which you live, which may force you, in certain situations, to choose
between the lesser of two evils.

Eastern Christianity, in particular, rather addresses the interior of man. It believes
that the great battle is spiritual and its arena is the inner man. When the believer



knows good from evil on his inner, subjective level, he can choose how to fight
against evil on the external level.
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In the case of abortion, for example, the Eastern Church does not permit the killing
of the fetus, nor does it issue a ruling on it, justifying the act based on medical
pretexts or the best interest. It does not say, in absolute principle, that the mother
is better than the child, even when medical practice finds that the death of one of
the parties, mother or child, could be inevitable. Rather, it leaves the determination
to the parents to consult with their spiritual father, and then make the necessary
decision. Then, they enter the stage of spiritual healing.

Their healing and repentance aim, among other things, to ensure that a person
does not, under any circumstances, permit killing with a clear conscience.

| know a young priest from Damascus whose doctors confirmed that the fetus his
wife was carrying would be deformed, and the doctors advised the pair to abort it.
It was their first child. But after prayer and spiritual counsel, they refused to abort
itand decided to keep the fetus and care for it, even if it led to very severe suffering
which they would use to sanctify their lives. And so, they had a beautiful baby girl
born to them, healthy in spirit, mind and body.

The Eastern Church deals with the problems of the faithful personally, not with a
general religious generalization written in a legalistic and canonistic spirit. Guided
by its spirituality, which understands the place of man in the divine plan, and which
aspires to the salvation of man and the world, it feels, with mercy, the evangelical
wisdom that says: “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath”
(Mark 2:27).
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If you must resort to the use of force to stop evil, or free others from it, then you,
as a believer, realize that you have resorted to it under duress. Then, you accept it
as a sacrifice of yourself for the sake of others, and you are compelled, if you live
after the evil disappears, to enter the stage of spiritual healing. Then you will be a
witness to your faith and a martyr to love.



